
Qutb-al-Irshad Hadrat Sheikh Mahmud Ustaosmanoglu Effendi 

 

Hadrat Mahmud Effendi was born in Mico (a village in the province of Trabzon) in 1929. His father and 

mother were revered people who were known for their piety and taqwa. His father, Ali, was the Imam of 

the Masjid in the village and a farmer as well. Although his farm was far from the Masjid, he would never 

hesitate in his duty, and without fail he would go to the Masjid, call the adhaan and lead the Salaah. 

 

His mother, Fatima, was very careful and diligent about the rights of her neighbours. She would cover the 

mouths of her cows while taking them to the meadows so that they could not graze on someone else’s 

field. If one of her cows per chance happened to graze on someone’s field, she would immediately tell the 

owner of the property about what had happened and ask for their forgiveness. She would also ensure that 

the milk of that cow for that particular day be given to the owners of that field.  

 

Ali Effendi and Fatima couldn’t have any children for a long time, and whenever she did fall pregnant, the 

babies would pass away soon after birth. After every Azaan, Ali Effendi would make dua for a righteous 

child. 

 

Many years later, Fatima became pregnant again and saw in her dream that the moon had come down 

from the sky, laid upon her lap and enlightened the world. A short time after this dream, Hadrat Mahmud 

Effendi was born. 

 

Ali Effendi took his new-born to an Aalim and Wali (saint) whose name was Kal-Omar Mahmud Effendi. 

The saint held the baby and made dua as follows, ‘May your name be the same as mine, may your wisdom 

be the same as mine, and may your taqwa be more than mine!’ 

 

At the tender age of six, under the supervision of his father and mother, Hadrat Mahmud Effendi 

completed the memorization of the Glorious Quraan. From that time he was punctual not only with his 

faraaidh and wajib salaah, but even with his nawaafil. 

 

At the age of sixteen he received ijazah in Islamic studies and a few years later he joined the army to 

complete his military service. At that time he dreamt that some sheikhs had handed him over to Hadrat 

Ali Haydar Effendi. In 1952 he was assigned to the province of Bandirma for military service, and while 

there he met his sheikh, Hadrat Ali Haydar Effendi. 

  

It was the habit of Sheikh Mahmud from childhood to visit the Ulema and the pious. In Bandirma he visited 

the resting place of Hadrat Ali Riza Bezzaz, and was informed that the successor of this great sheikh, 

Hadrat Ali Haydar, resided in Istanbul. Hadrat Mahmud found his heart yearning for a meeting with Hadrat 

Ali Haydar, despite him being so far away, and began thinking of ways to travel to Istanbul. 

 

Around that time, Hadrat Ali Riza Bezzaz introduced Mahmud Effendi to Sheikh Ali Haydar in a spiritual 

way through a dream and ordered him to come to Bandirma and take possession of his trust. Sheikh Ali 

Haydar left immediately for Bandirma and upon arriving instructed his mureeds, ‘There is a soldier here 

(with a pious disposition). Find him and bring him to me.’ 

 
The Meeting of Two Oceans 
 

It was on the auspicious day of Jumuah that Almighty Allah had willed for the eye of Mahmud Effendi to 

fall upon the noble countenance of his soon-to-be sheikh.  The next day when Mahmud Effendi found an 

opportunity to enter upon Sheikh Ali Haydar, he heard the sheikh say, ‘Here comes the one who my books 
will be handed over to!’ 

 

With the duas of his sheikh, the post of Mahmud Effendi was soon switched to Istanbul, which made 

participating in the discourses of his sheikh quite easy. 

 

Hadrat Ali Haydar took a keen interest in Hadrat Mahmud Effendi. He loved him and placed a lot of 

importance on him. He would express his affection for him by saying, ‘If I had one hundred children, I 



would sacrifice all of them for my dear Mahmud. A son for me isn’t through my progeny but rather the one 
who follows my path!’ 

Whenever he was informed that Hadrat Mahmud Effendi was studying late into the night he would 

encourage him by saying, ‘O my son, Mahmud! Study hard now, because in the future you will not find any 

time to read books!’ 

 

In the year 1960, Hadrat Ali Haydar Effendi parted from this earthly abode, leaving behind him a successor 

who would illuminate the hearts of hundreds of thousands thereafter. The time that Hadrat Mahmud 

Effendi had spent with his sheikh was only a mere eight years, but it was more than enough for Sheikh Ali 

Haydar to transfer his spiritual legacy over. 

 

Ali Haydar Effendi’s revered son, Hafiz Bahaddin Effendi narrated how his father raised Sheikh Mahmud 

and transferred over to him the love of Almighty Allah which burned vigorously within his heart,. He says 

‘My father would stand alone together with the venerable Mahmud Effendi after mid-morning and say to 

me,  

‘O my son! As you can see, I am transferring what I have over to him. However I am doing it gradually so 
that I can keep him under observation, for no mind can cope with acquiring spiritual knowledge at one 
go!’ 
 

The efforts of Hadrat Sheikh Mahmud Effendi after the death of his sheikh 

 

After the death of his sheikh, Ali Haydar, a new phase in the life of Hadrat Mahmud Effendi began. Together 

with being the Imam of the Masjid and teaching ilm and giving Ijazat, he now also began guiding 

thousands of mureeds, known as the ‘ikhwān’ via the tariqah inherited from his sheikh. 

After the collapse of the Ottoman Empire, a new state had been founded and all the troubles faced in 

those turbulent years were attributed to Islam, by a group of impertinent people who declared war against 

Islam and everything it represented. Thousands of Aalims were hung and thousands more were exiled and 

tortured. Many others were taken in the middle of the night from their houses not to be heard from again. 

Even the ones who dared to ask the whereabouts of these missing Aalims were subjected to various 

oppressions. 

 

Hundreds of Masjids, madrasahs and Tekkes were destroyed or damaged and others were turned into 

storehouses, barns and entertainment venues.  Islamic works and books were burnt and destroyed, even 

the archives of the Othmani Empire were sold to foreign countries as scrap paper. 

 

With the replacement of the Arabic script with the Latin script, people were prevented from reaching 

Islamic sources; the history of Islam was manipulated; and a huge nation that brought justice and 

civilization to the world was left ignorant by being distanced from its own values. It became very difficult 

to find someone to bury the dead in accordance with Islamic traditions, to lead Taraweeh Salaah and 

recite the complete Quraan during Ramadhan. 

 

The masses were incapable of reciting the Quraan, and the obligations and duties of Islam were forgotten. 

People did not even know the five tenants of Islam or how to pronounce the shahada. The adhaan was 

called in Turkish for 18 years and the ones calling it in Arabic were identified and persecuted. Aalims and 

Muslims in general were defamed, blackened and slandered in the media so that they would fall from 

public grace and to a large extent their media campaign was quite successful. 

 

The ones with beards and turbans were labelled as priests and women wearing charshaf (black outer 

garments which concealed their bodies from the view of men) were depicted as ogres and even accused 

of being prostitutes. Many films, dramas and plays were arranged in parallel with this purpose in mind. 

 

From primary school onwards, the children were now being raised with this kind of doctrine. People were 

urged to imitate the West without question and for this cause of theirs, all social values and norms were 

trampled on and all kinds of shame and indecency were committed openly. 

 



The ones performing Salaah, keeping beards, and whose wives wore the veil were expelled from public 

offices. They were even prevented from working in other places. 

 

Apart from banning Islamic books, the recitation of the Quraan too was banned. The ones that were still 

demanding to learn their Dīn under these horrendous circumstances studied on top of mountains, in 

caves, barns or graveyards secretly.  

Under these difficult circumstances, when it was hardly possible to even recite the Quraan in Arabic, 

Hadrat Mahmud Effendi, in a 40-50 year time frame managed to teach and raise thousands of male and 

female Aalims and Alimahs; tens of thousands of students of ilm, and millions of men growing sunnah 

beards and women wearing the charshaf.  

 

In Turkey today we find thousands of 15 year olds who don’t have the desire to shave their beards, and 

prefer to do the turban and jubbah instead. Similarly young girls can now be found eager to wear the 

charshaf and memorise the Quraan. This is without doubt an open testimony to the karamat (miracle) of 

Hadrat Mahmud Effindi and a sign of Divine Assistance. 

 

Whenever he would be asked if he desired anything he would say, ‘Build two Madrasahs in every 

neighbourhood, one for boys and one for girls!’ Accordingly, he made great effort to increase the number 

of Quran teaching Madrasahs stating that, ‘Even if you open a Madrasah as small as a chicken coop in 

your neighbourhood, this too shall serve as the spiritual guard of that area!’ 

 

Today in Turkey there are hundreds of Madrasahs established in various regions, from which tens of 

thousands have learnt and continue learning their Din. 

 

Some of his tajdeedi (revolutionary) efforts 

 
In the field of knowledge 

At a time when the masses were concerned only with earning an income and had no appetite at all for Dīni 

knowledge, Hadrat Mahmud’s gradual way of increasing Islamic knowledge amongst the people is indeed 

unparalleled. He started off with a few elementary books teaching Arabic morphology and grammar, 

consisting of a mere few pages, promising his students that with this they would soon understand Qurānic 

knowledge. 

As he noticed their thirst increasing, he increased the academic ceiling and added other books such as 

Izhaar and Izzi, and motivated his students by saying, ‘The one who studies this is really an Aalim!’ 

 

Slowly but surely the academic ceiling continued being lifted, and soon included books such as Kaafiyah, 

Mulla Jaami, Nurul-Idha, Multeqa, Telkhis, Sharul-Aqaaid, Hidaayah, etc. Soon his students would find 

themselves reading detailed tafsirs, books on Ahādith and fiqh. Advising his students to study fiqh for a 

further seven years after graduating as Aalims, Sheikh Mahmud was now speaking out his actual 

intentions, but the manner that he brought them up to this level, that was indeed remarkable. 

 

In the meantime he was also working on a project to educate women, since he did not feel comfortable 

leaving them ignorant regarding Islam. It was necessary to raise Aalimahs, as women would be the best 

to explain Islam to other women. 

 

Male Aalims attempting to teach non-mahram women would bring about many problems and drawbacks 

especially in such a corrupted time. Sheikh Mahmud found the following solution: First of all he taught 

males, then he ordered them to teach their wives and daughters, and these ladies would in turn teach 

other ladies. 

 

In a very short time madrasahs for females grew in number so much that they soon outnumbered the 

madrasahs built for boys. 

 

Sheikh Mahmud would frequently say, ‘O students of Dīn, you are the saturated clouds to quench the dry 
soils, you are the pillars of support for the domes of the Masājid!’ If I had 3 breathes left in my life I would 
tell you to ‘study, study, study!’  



 
In the field of Tasawwuf 

The following words of his, will to some extent help in understanding his path: ‘To give value to ilm 
(knowledge) and neglect zikr is not suitable. It would in fact harm our journey to Almighty Allah. Prior to 
sleep we should engage ourselves with some Azkaar and lessons of Tasawwuf, and continue after tahajjud 
and finish at the time of Ishraaq. Thereafter we should spend all our time with studying Ilm and teaching 
it.’ 
 

Hadrat turned madrasahs into khanqahs, and khanqahs into madrasahs. He never considered ilm, zikr 

and tabligh as separate entities, but rather enjoined that one adopts all. Thus he always surrounded 

himself with the Ulema and students of Dīn. 

 

He always reiterated that one should not attach too much of emphasis on dreams, super-natural 

occurrences, miracles, etc. The basic goal is to follow the path of the shariah, in a straight and consistent 

manner. 

 
In the field of Tabligh 

He would state the following words while expressing the importance of ‘enjoining the good and preventing 

from evil’: ‘It would be of no value if all the houses in Istanbul were madrasahs but no one was ‘enjoining 
the good and forbidding from evil! For the sake of Allah, have mercy upon those around you, because they 
are headed towards Jahannum like a flood!’ 

 

He would frequently quote the expression of his sheikh, Hadrat Ali Haydar Effendi: ‘The continuation and 
survival of the Din of Rasulullah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص is dependent on the continuation of ‘enjoining the good and preventing 
from evil’, and the collapse of the Din of Rasulullah  ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص is due to the abandonment of ‘enjoining the good 
and forbidding from evil!’ 

 
In adherence to the Sunnah and abandoning western culture 

Hadrat Mahmud Effendi would never miss performing nawāfil salaah such as tahajjud, ishrāq, duhaa, 

awwābeen, tahiyyatul-Masjid, tahiyyatul-wudhu and shukr salaah. Once he mentioned, ‘It is better that 
Mahmud dies rather than missing out on duhaa salaah!’ 

 

He never missed Monday’s and Thursday’s sunnah fasts, and was constant with I’tikaaf during the last ten 

days of Ramadhaan. Hadrat Mahmud Effendi revived the forgotten Sunnah of Rasulullah  ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص and 

performed the etiquettes of these sunnah with meticulous attention as though it was a fardh. He would 

say, ‘There are around four thousand sunnah of Rasulullah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص that are practiced in daily life. One who has 
witnessed me miss four of these should not perform salaah behind me.” 

 

He observed that making concessions from Islamic customs and the Sunnah leads people to live in the 

same way as disbelievers. He would say, ‘We must not resemble the disbelievers. Imitating them is like 
hanging on to a rotten branch from which one is soon going to tumble down. What gain have we achieved 
by imitating them? We are only disgraced under their feet! There is a rift between Almighty Allah and us! 

 
‘It is true that a Muslim does not become a disbeliever when his appearance resembles theirs, but be 
careful, these are important matters. Whose clothes are you wearing and who do you resemble? If you 
have anything that belongs to the disbelievers on you, even if it is as little as a finger, it indicates that you 
are fond of them! 
 

‘Allah the Exalted gave you Islamic clothing, yet you still prefer to wear English-style clothes! How long 
will you go on playing with your honour? When will you switch to your Islamic style?’ 

 
In partitioning of the genders 

He would say, ‘For a man and a woman who are not mahram to be in close contact with each other is like 
fire and gunpowder. They will burn each other out! The first collapse of the Bani Israil happened as a result 
of women (mixing freely with men).’ 
 



‘A married man should not let his brother see his wife and he too should not look at his brother’s wife. On 
this issue they must not be offended with each other. They should preserve Islam. What benefit will they 
gain by viewing each other’s wives? In respect to this issue many slander us, but by doing so they are in 
fact declaring a war against Almighty Allah. 
 
We will behave in accordance to the commands of Almighty Allah! Some get married like Muslims but 
prefer to live like the ones in the jungle. They argue that, ‘I am his brother, so why can I not look at his 
wife?’ You cannot, because Almighty Allah desires it like that! We must protect the Shariah. None should 
be sure of themselves! 
You are not even permitted to see your wife’s sister! On this topic the warning of Rasulullah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص is clear, 
‘the husband’s sister-in law (for him) and the wife’s brother-in-law (for her) is death!’ 

 

Hadrat Mahmud would always speak out against co-education, or men teaching women or women 

teaching men. He would in many of his lectures emphasize that the two most important causes of 

degeneration in the Islamic way of life are without doubt co-education and television. 

 

With regards to sending girls to schools and universities, he would say, ‘If they gave me the whole world 
with its earthly luxuries, provided that I send my daughter to school for one hour, I swear by Allah that I 
would not send her! These places are scorpion dens and brothels. In pre-Islamic times people would bury 
their daughters alive and those girls would be martyrs. Today girls being sent to school are being burnt 
alive (i.e. being pushed into the fire of Jahannum) but they shall not be recorded as martyrs. May Allah 
protect them.’ 
 
In opposition to television/media entertainment 

He would say, ‘Those who watch TV are destroying their Jannah! The situation of a man whose house has 
burnt down is better that the one watching TV, because his stone-made house has burnt down while the 
other’s life of the hereafter is collapsing. So far life without a TV was possible, so why is it not possible 
now? 
 
“Do I watch TV? No! I don’t! One night a Muslim man who consistently listens to lectures from Ulema 
dreamt of our beloved Rasulullah .ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص In the dream he noticed that the number of Ulema accompanying 
Rasulullah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص were very few. Rasulullah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص asked, ‘Why are there so few Ulema (of this area) here?’ In the 
dream the question was posed to Hadrat Ali Haydar Effendi, who happened to be in the congregation. He 
replied, ‘Unfortunately, most of the Ulema (of this area) have purchased televisions.’  
 

 

 

Witnessing the fruits of his effort in this very world 

 

In 2010 Hadrat Sheikh Mahmud Effendi gave ijazah to 44 Aalims for completing their study in ilm, and 

ijazah to 50 huffāz for successfully memorizing the entire Quraan. He has steadily continued the chain of 

ijazah through the Aalims that he himself raised. 

 

In 2011 Hadrat, together with more than fifty thousand people consisting of mainly his disciples, made a 

spectacular ‘irshad umrah’ – something which hadn’t been seen in ages. 

 

Every year in summer tens of thousands of people flock to Uludag in the province of Bursa (where his 

khanqah is now situated) just in order to see his blessed face for a few minutes. 

 

In 2013 Hadrat came together with sixty thousand admirers in an ijazah ceremony where 208 Aalims 

received their ijazah. 

 

When one considers that just fifty years previously the military had the president, prime minister and 

practically the entire cabinet arrested for merely attempting to bring about some sort of Islamic revival, 

and after proclaiming martial law, they even had the Prime Minister, Adnan Menderes, who had reinstated 



the giving of the adhaan in Arabic, hung; in such an era and environment this spiritual lamp of guidance, 

Sheikh Mahmud Effendi, continued tirelessly making effort amongst the masses, knowing well that his 

Dīni efforts threatened his and his family’s life greatly, and under such trying circumstances he managed 

to produce 50 years later a nation of Islam, garbed in Sunnah attire, desirous of Islamic knowledge, ready 

to lay down their lives for Islam and totally unconcerned with the slanderous comments of the shaitaani, 

western media, this alone speaks volumes of the remarkable service this luminary has thus far rendered 

to Islam. 

 

Such remarkable work is also a clear manifestation of the wondrous system of Almighty Allah, wherein he 

utilizes and accepts lone, physically weak individuals to spread His Divine Light throughout the world, and 

through them extinguishes the darkness of kufr, shirk, immorality, injustice and oppression that is spread 

by the shaitaani lobbies of the western world, aided by their media, their military, their intelligence 

agencies, their world banks and their hypocrites. 

 

Indeed, in the fight against atheism and modernism, the names of Hadrat Sheikh Ali Haydar Effendi and 

Hadrat Sheikh Mahmud Effendi shall Insha-Allah forever stand out in the history of Turkey’s unique exit 

from the clutches of the Kamalist, shaitaani regime back into the glory of the Ottomon Empire, and 

through their efforts Insha-Allah the world shall soon see once again the re-establishment of Islāmbul (the 

city of Islam) as the capital of this magnificent empire. 

Aameen! 
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