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 السالم عليكم ورحمة هللا وبركاته
 

SOCIAL  DISTANCING 
 
This article is directed at that Muslim, in whichever part of the world he may be living, who 
was instrumental in closing the masājid, or who wished them to be closed, or supported in 
any way whatsoever, those who closed the masājid. 
 
ADDRESSING THE YAHŪD 
Allāh تَعَاٰلى states, addressing the Yahūd: Say, "You who are Jews, if you claim that you 

are favoured by God out of all people, then long for death, if you are truthful. They will 
never wish for it, because of what their hands have sent forward. God has full 
knowledge of evil-doers. So say, "The death you run away from will certainly meet 
you, and thereafter you will be brought back to the Knower of the unseen and the 
seen, and He will declare to you what you have done."” (62:6-8) 
 
FEAR OF COVID-19 
O Muslim! You have adopted “social distancing” to avoid being infected with COVID-19. You 
are afraid of being infected and dying from this infection. This is why you are running away 
from it, and that is why you have closed your Dārul-Ulūm s, your maktabs and your masājid, 
whereas these very places reverberate with the remembrance of Allāh  تعالىand these are 
the houses that offer sanctuary and peace. 
 
STATUS OF A SHAHĪD 
You know that dying from a plague or epidemic, Allāh تَعَاٰلى blesses you with the status of a 
shahīd. The Ḥadīth Sharīf states: 
(1) Ḥadhrat Anas (رضي هللا عنه) reports that Rasūlullāh (صلى هللا عليه وسلم) said: “A plague is 
martyrdom for every Muslim”. (Bukhārī) 
(2) Rasūlullāh (صلى هللا عليه وسلم) said: “A plague is martyrdom for my ummah and a mercy to 
them, while it is a punishment for the kuffār”.  
(Kanzul-Ummal) 
 
THE MASĀJID ARE THE SYMBOLS OF ISLAM 
You have opposed the wājib command to make your five-times namāz and Jumu’ah namāz in 
the masjid. The Qur’ān Sharīf āyat states: 
(1) “Who is a greater oppressor than the one who prevents the ẓikr of Allāh in the masājid, 
and he strives (plots) in its destruction?” (2: 114) 
(2) Establish ṣalāh, pay zakāt and make ruku' with those who make ruku' (i.e. perform ṣalāh 
in jamā’at).” (2: 43) 
  
So, O Muslim! Have you adopted the “social distancing” that the Sharī’at has asked you to 
adopt, not to save you from a medical condition, but to save you from the everlasting fire 
of Jahannam? Have you given thought to the following? 
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Have you 
● distanced yourself from Shaitān, who Allāh  تَعَاٰلى has said, is our enemy? The Qur’ān Sharīf 
āyat states: “And do not follow in the footsteps of Shaitān. Indeed, he is your open enemy”. 
(2:168) 
 
● distanced yourself from your enemies, the kuffār and mushrikīn? The Qur’ān Sharīf āyat 
states: “Oh you who believe! Take not the Jews and the Christians as auliyā (friends, 
protectors, helpers, etc.) They are but auliyā to one another”. (5:51) 
 
● distanced yourself from intermingling with ghair-mahrams, or from badd-nazri? Allāh   تَعَاٰلى

orders us not to even approach near zinā. The Qur’ān Sharīf āyat states: “And do not even 
draw near to zinā (fornication). It is truly an indecent act and the worst of ways”. (17: 32) 
 
● distanced yourself from intoxicants of all types, as stated in the Qur’ān Sharīf? The Qur’ān 
Sharīf āyat states: “Oh you who believe! Indeed liquor, gambling, idols and arrows are filth 
from the acts of Shaitān, so abstain from them so that you may be successful”. (5: 90) 
 
● distanced yourself from causing żulm (oppression) against the creation of Allāh تعالى? The 
Qur’ān Sharīf āyat states: “Without doubt, we destroyed many generations before you when 
they oppressed”. (13:13) 
 
● distanced yourself from worshipping your Ego, as this will cause you to deviate from the 
direct course? The Qur’ān Sharīf āyat states: “Have you seen the one who has taken his whims 
as an Ilāh (God); whom Allāh has allowed to stray despite knowledge, whose ears and heart 
Allāh has sealed and on whose eyes Allāh has cast a veil. Who can guide him after Allāh? Will 
you not take heed”? (45:23) 
 
On the other hand, why: 
● have you distanced yourself from enjoining good and forbidding evil, when Allāh  تعالى has 
commanded us to do so? The Qur’ān Sharīf āyat states: “There should be a group from you 
who invite towards good, command what is right and forbid evil. These are indeed the 
successful ones”. ;(3:104) 
 
● have you distanced yourself from obeying the commands of Allāh  تعالى thus, inviting 
calamities upon yourself? The Qur’ān Sharīf āyat states: “And whatever calamity befalls you, 
it is due to your own doing”; (42:30) 
 
● have you distanced yourself from Dīn-ul-Islām, looking for guidance from the kuffār when, 
Allāh   تعالى has perfected and chosen this Dīn for you. The Qur’ān Sharīf āyat states: “Today I 
have perfected your Dīn for you, completed My bounty upon you and chosen Islām as your 
Dīn”; (5:3) 
 
● have you distanced yourself from the Mubarak sunnah of Nabī (  صلى هللا عليه وسلم) when, this 
is a sign of loving Allāh and being loved by Allāh, and it is the cornerstone of the happiness in 
the world and in the hereafter. The Qur’ān Sharīf āyat states: “Say if you love Allāh then follow 
me, Allāh will then love you and forgive your sins. Allāh is Most Forgiving, Most  Merciful”; 
(3:31) 
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Ḥadhrat Ibrāhīm’s ( عليه السالم)  advise to his father 
● Have you not heard of the advice Ḥadhrat Ibrāhīm (  عليه السالم)  gave to his father against his 
false worship? His father angrily responded with a threat of stoning him. Ḥadhrat Ibrāhīm 
 prayed for his guidance until it became clear to him that he was an enemy of Allāh (عليه السالم)
after which, he “socially distanced” himself from him. The Qur’ān Sharīf āyāt state:  
(1)His father retorted, “Do you dislike my god, O Ibrāhīm? If you do not stop I shall stone you. 
Leave me forever”. (19: 46)  
 
(2) “Ibrāhīm (عليه السالم) sought forgiveness for his father only because of a promise that he had 
made to him. When it became clear to him that his father was Allāh's enemy he absolved 
himself from him. Indeed Ibrāhīm (عليه السالم) was extremely soft- hearted and tolerant. (9:114) 
Ḥadhrat Ibrāhīm (عليه السالم) respectfully chose “social distancing” from his father and his 
people not compromising with evil, but he stood firm by his principles of faith. Why are you 
not adopting this type of “social distancing”? 
 
O Muslims! Why do you not take lessons from the past? Do you not realise that Allāh  تَعَاٰلى

is in charge of all our affairs? Do you not realise that all your “social distancing” to escape 
from the plans that Allāh    تَعَاٰلىhas set down, is going to be of no avail? These plans are what 
we call taqdīr. 
 
The Qur’ān Sharīf āyat states: “Every calamity that afflicts you on earth and in yourselves is 
recorded in the Book before we even bring it about. This is certainly easy for Allāh”. (57: 22) 
The Ḥadīth Sharīf states: Ḥadhrat Jābir (رضي هللا عنه) narrates that Rasūlullāh (صلى هللا عليه وسلم) 
said: “You can never be a Mu'min as long as you do not believe in Taqdīr- in its good and its 
bad - to such an extent that whatever is to happen will not be warded off and whatever is not 
to happen will not occur”. (Tirmidhi) 
 
Qissah of Nimrod 

● Have you not heard how Nimrod, when told by his soothsayers that a child was going to be 
conceived a particular night, a child that would be the means of his destruction, and he 
ordered “social distancing” of all the men and women that night, yet Ḥadhrat Ibrahim ( عليه
 ?was still conceived (السالم
● Have you not heard how he distanced himself from his enemies by being so powerful, yet 
a small mosquito got into his brain and destroyed him? The Qur’ān Sharīf āyat states: “No one 
besides your Rabb knows his army” (74:31) 
 
Qissah of Firoun 

● Have you not heard how Firoun took “social distancing” to the extreme by killing all male 
infants out of fear of the child who would cause his destruction? Can there be a greater 
“distance” than having the feared one killed in infancy and buried? The Qur’ān Sharīf āyat 
states:  “Slaughtering their (new-born) sons, while keeping their daughters alive. He was 
certainly from the transgressors”. (28:4) 
Thereafter, did Allāh  تَعَاٰلى not cause Ḥadhrat Musa (عليه السالم) to be reared in Firoun’s very 
court? The Qur’ān Sharīf āyat states: Firoun's wife said: “A coolness for my eyes and yours. Do 
not kill him. Perchance he may benefit us or we may adopt him as a son. They had no 
knowledge”. (28:9) 
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Qissah of Umayyah bin Khalaf 
● Have you not heard of the desperate vow that Umayyah bin Khalaf had taken, 'never to go 
out of Makkah again' after, hearing the prophecy that “he will be killed at the hands of the 
Muslims”? Despite all his attempts of “social distancing” to evade the Muslims, he was still 
captured and killed in the Battle of Badr by a group of Muslims led by Ḥadhrat Bilaal (  رضي هللا

 The Qur’ān Sharīf āyat .(who was persecuted by him during the early period of his slavery) (عنه
states: Say, “Taking flight will not help you if you were to flee from death or killing. You will 
then enjoy only a few days of life.  (33:16) 
 
Qissah of the person in the court of Ḥadhrat Sulaimān (عليه السالم 

● Have you not heard of the companion of Ḥadhrat Sulaimān (عليه السالم) who tried to escape 
death when, he feared Ḥadhrat Izrā’īl ( عليه السالم) wanted to take his soul? He pleaded with 
Ḥadhrat Sulaimān (عليه السالم) to order the wind to transport him to India. Little did he realise 
that he was running to his death as, the Divine decree was: “That his soul be taken in East 
India”. 
What great “social distancing”, a continent away, yet it did not save him. In fact, he fell very 
nicely into the plans Allāh تَعَاٰلى had for him! The Qur’ān Sharīf āyat states: “Wherever you may 
be death will find you even though you are in high towers”. (4:78) 
 
Qissah of the son of Ḥadhrat Nūh (عليه السالم 

● Have you not heard about the son of Ḥadhrat Nūh (عليه السالم) who was unrighteous and 
“socially distanced” himself from his father and the believers, by not coming aboard the Ark. 
His father urged him to join him and abandon his disbelief, but he audaciously chose to 
disregard this appeal and was drowned? The Qur’ān Sharīf āyat relates the episode:  Nūh (  عليه
 called unto his son who was detached saying, “O my son! Board with us and do not be (السالم
of the kāfirūn!” He replied, “I shall shortly take refuge on a mountain that will rescue me from 
the water”. Nūh (عليه السالم) said, “Today none can rescue from the command of Allāh except 
him on whom Allāh has mercy”. Then a wave separated the two and he became of those who 
were drowned. 
(11: 42,43) 
 
O Muslim! Take heed of the following episodes! 
At the time of the Battle of Uhud 
● Did you not hear of a group which adopted “social distancing” from the other Muslims at 
the time of the Battle of Uhud, forsaking them when they had to battle the kuffār from 
Makkah, with the excuse that Nabī (صلى هللا عليه وسلم) did not act upon Abdullah bin Ubay's 
suggestion to 'Defend Medina from inside' so, “Why should we get ourselves killed?”. Under 
false pretences and hypocritical explanations three hundred of them deserted the Muslims 
and returned to Medina. These were the Munafiqīn! 
 
The Qur’ān Sharīf āyat states: Whatever afflicted you on the day the two armies clashed was 
by the decree of Allāh and so that he may know who the Mu'minīn are....and so that he may 
know who the hypocrites are. Those to whom it was told, “Come and fight in the way of Allāh 
or defend”! They replied, “If we knew fighting we would have definitely followed you”. That 
day they were closer to kufr than they were to Imān. They spoke with their tongues what was 
not in their hearts. Allāh knows well what they conceal. (3:166/167) 
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At the time of the expedition to Tabuk 

● Also, when the Muslims went to Tabuk, a group stayed behind with various excuses. They 
adopted “social distancing” from the army going out in Jihād. Except for three sincere ones 
who made taubah. The excuses of all the others were accepted. These were called 
Munafīqeen! The Qur’ān Sharīf āyat states: And those among the wandering Arabs who had 
an excuse came in order that permission might be granted them. And those who lied to Allah 
and His messenger sat at home. A painful doom will fall on those of them who disbelieve. 
(9:90) 
Further, the Qur’ān Sharīf āyat states: “And Allāh (turned) the three whose matter was 
postponed until the earth narrowed for them despite its vastness, their own souls narrowed 
for them and they were convinced that there was no safety from Allāh except towards him. 
Then Allāh turned towards them so that they turn to Him. Indeed Allāh is Most Pardoning, 
Most Merciful. (9:118) 
 
The challenges at the present critical time. 

Battle between haqq and bātil 
● Have you, at this critical time, when there is a battle between haqq and bātil, sided with the 
people on haqq, or are you adopting “social distancing” from the people of haqq? The Qur’ān 
Sharīf āyat states: (1)” If the one group transgresses against the other, then fight that group 
(on bātil) until they return to Allāh's command.(49:9) 
(2) “Do not mix the Haqq with lies and do not knowingly conceal the Haqq”. (2:42) 
 

Those who do wrong 

● O Muslim! Why are you not distancing yourself from these people, but you are leaning 
towards them. As Allāh  تَعَاٰلى states in the Qur’ān Sharīf: “And lean not toward those who do 
wrong, lest the Fire should touch you, and ye have no protectors beside Allāh nor ye would 
then be succoured”. (11:113) 
 
Those who are true and firm 

● O Muslim! Instead, you should be drawing close to those who are true and firm in Dīn, but 
you are adopting “social distancing” from them, as Allāh   تَعَاٰلىstates in the Qur’ān Sharīf:  The 
āyat is: “O you who believe! Fear Allāh and stay with those who are true (and firmly founded) 
in their Dīn”. (9:119) 
 
Parents and relatives 

● Why have you adopted “social distancing” from your parents/relatives because of an 
argument, when we have been told not to cut family ties? Allāh  تعالىstates in the Qur'ān 
Sharīf: “Oh mankind! Fear your Rabb who created you from a single soul, created its spouse 
from it, and spread great numbers of men and women from the two. Fear that Allāh in Whom 
you ask from each other and family ties. Verily Allāh is watchful over you”. (4:1) 
The Hadīth Sharīf states: Ḥadhrat Jubayr ibn Mut'im (رضي هللا عنه) reported: That Nabī ( صلى
 said: The one who severs his family ties will not enter jannah. (Bukhāri, Muslim) (هللا عليه وسلم
 
Trading at the time of Jumu’ah 

● O Muslim! When Allāh  تَعَاٰلى ordered that you leave off all trade on the day of Jumu’ah and 
hasten to the masjid when the azān is called, what made you close the masjid and make your 
ṣalāh at home? The Qur'ān Sharīf āyat states: “O you who have Imān! When the call is made 
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for ṣalāh on the day of Jumu'ah, then hasten towards Allāh's remembrance and leave trading. 
This is best for you if you but knew”. (62:9) 
 
Spreading out to earn halāl 

● When Allāh  تَعَاٰلى ordered that you spread out in the earth after the ṣalāh and earn a ḥalāl 
income, why did you prevent not only your fellow Muslim brothers from doing, but you 
prevented almost all others from earning a living, not only on the day of Jumu’ah, but all other 
days? The Qur'ān Sharīf āyat states: “When the ṣalāh has been completed then disperse in the 
land, seek from Allāh's bounty and remember Allāh abundantly so that you may be 
successful”. (60:10) 
 
Contradicting Rasūlullāh صلى هللا عليه وسلم? 

● O Muslim! What can we say that when Rasūlullāh    صلى هللا عليه وسلم has said that there is no 
such thing as contagion, you produced figures from the kuffār to contradict Rasūlullāh   صلى

نهرضي هللا ع ) The Hadīth Sharīf is: Ḥadhrat Abu Hurayrah ?(هللا عليه وسلم ) narrates that the 
Messenger of Allāh, (صلى هللا عليه وسلم), said: “There is no Adwa (i.e. no contagious disease is 
conveyed without Allāh’'s permission), nor (any bad omen in the month of) Safar, nor Haamah 
(i.e. no bird is issued form a dead person's skull as was widely believed in the pre- Islamic era 
of ignorance).” A Bedouin stood up and said: “What about the camels which, when on the 
sand (desert) look like deers, but when a mangy camel mixes with them they all get infected 
with mange?” On that the Messenger of Allāh, (صلى هللا عليه وسلم), said: “Then who infected 
(transmitted mange to the first?” (Bukhāri, Muslim) 
 
Curses of the masājid 

● What can we then say that when Rasūlullāh(صلى هللا عليه وسلم) has stated that the masājid 
that are deliberately left neglected (by their forced closures) curse the people for not 
attending ṣalāh in them, will you claim that there is no scientific proof that brick structures 
can speak? The Qur'ān Sharīf āyat states: “On that day she (the earth) will narrate her stories... 
because your Rabb will command her to do so “.   (99:4/5) 
 
Finally, O Muslim, consider the scene on the Day of Qiyāmat: 
 
The Supreme Judge. 
Allāh   ٰىتَعَال  will be the Final Judge who will judge all of us. 
Rasūlullāh  صلى هللا عليه وسلم will be there as well, anxiously waiting for his ummat to pass the 
judgement and enter into Jannat. 
 
Chief witnesses 

● The Kirāman-Kātibīn will be there with their records to make sure that no lies are spoken. 
The Qur'ān Sharīf āyat states: “Verily there are guardians upon you...who are noble and 
recording. They know what you do”. (82:10/11/12) 
  
The complainants 

● The masājid will come forward and will lay their complaints that they were forcefully closed 
so that the general Muslim populace could not make ṣalāh in them. Being the bastions of the 
Muslims, they will complain that they were left deserted. 
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The defendants 
● A group of Mu’minīn will come forward, crying profusely in remorse and put their heads on 
the ground, and confess: “Yā Allāh تَعَاٰلى! The masājid doors were locked in our faces. We 
appealed to the trustees to let us in, but to no avail. Our seniors appealed to the kuffār 
through the courts to have the masājid opened, but they rejected our plea. We admit that, 
because of our sins, this is a punishment that befell us. We have no defence. So, like our father 
Ḥadhrat Ādam (عليه السالم), we ask to be forgiven only through Your mercy: “Our Lord! We have 
wronged ourselves. If thou forgive us not and have not mercy on us, surely we are of the lost!” 
(7:23) 
 

● Then another group of people will come forward, with boxes of files and a panel of 
professionals and others backing them up. They will say: “Yā Allāh تَعَاٰلى! Yes, we closed the 
masājid in order to save the ummat’s life and limb. We took legal opinion and we have all the 
scientific facts to show how Covid-19 was killing the people all over the world. We opted for 
social distancing. We did not want the situation to arise where all the muṣallis are dead and 
there are no muṣallis to perform namāz in the masājid.” And all the supporters will concur 
and nod their heads in agreement. 
 
The friend of the court, Rasūlullāh صلى هللا عليه وسلم  

● Allāh   تَعَاٰلى will then ask Rasūlullāh (صلى هللا عليه وسلم ) “Did you tell the people to observe this 
method in the time of plagues? Did you not inform the people that everything is under My 
control and that there is no such thing as contagion?” 
The Ḥadīth Sharīf states: Ḥadhrat Anas ibn Maalik (رضى هللا عنه) narrates that  Rasūlullāh (  صلى

 said: “There is no 'adwa (transmission of infectious disease without the permission (هللا عليه وسلم
of Allāh) and no tiyarah (superstitious belief in bird omens), but I like good omens.” They said: 
What is a good omen?” He said: “A good word.” (Bukhāri,Muslim) 
Very, very sadly, Rasūlullāh (  .that he did  تَعَاٰلى will give the answer to Allāh ( عليه وسلمصلى هللا
 
The verdict 

● Allāh   تَعَاٰلى may turn to this group and may say something like this: “When Ādam (عليه السالم) 
was created and I ordered everyone to make sajdah to him, everyone did, except for Shaitān 
who also came with his scientific proof to say that he was superior to Ādam (عليه السالم) because 
he, Shaitān, was created form fire, whereas Ādam (عليه السالم) was created from sand. The 
Qur'ān Sharīf āyat states: He said, “What stopped you that you could not make Sajdah when I 
commanded you”? He replied, “I am better than him! You have created me from fire and 
created him from clay”. (7:12) All this time, the other group remained in sajdah, crying 
profusely, and continued to repeat the du’ā of their father, whereas you…?” 
 
May Allāh  تَعَاٰلى guide us, and keep us all in His protection. 
 

 
 
 


